DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF LANE COUNTY
RULES COMMITTEE

11/21/2013
1 RESOLUTION 2013.6
2 REVISION OF THE DPLC BYLAWS
3 Relating to Article VIl - Party Endorsements
4
5 WHEREAS, The Executive Committee of the Democratic Party of Lane County tasked the Rules
6 Committee with determining the proper rules which should be set by the Party regarding
7 endorsements of candidates and ballot measures, and with drafting any necessary revisions of
8 the DPLC Bylaws to meet their determinations;
9
10  WHEREAS, The Rules Committee met for many months—examining each section of Article VIII of
11 the Bylaws, recalling and detailing any problems with past endorsements, anticipating
12 situations the Party may find itself in the future, discussing which rules would best ameliorate
13 any such difficulties, and establishing a consensus regarding the propriety of the issuance of
14 endorsements in various circumstances; and
15
16  WHEREAS, The Rules Committee has drafted a revision of the Bylaws, unanimously
17 recommended their adoption by the Central Committee, and discussed these changes and their
18 implications with the Executive Committee, which also recommends passage of the revision.
19
20  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the DPLC Bylaws, Article VIII - Party Endorsements, be amended
21 toread:
22
23 ARTICLE VIII - PARTY ENDORSEMENTS
24
25
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A. Principles of Endorsement

1. Endorsement of candidates in contested elections is an expression of confidence that a
candidate is serious and will mount a viable campaign that adheres to the interests,

ideals and principles of the Democratic Party of Lane County.

2. To ensure the widest, fairest and most open participation of Democrats in public
elections, the Central Committee may endorse any number of candidates in a non-
partisan election under this article whom it deems representative of Democratic values
and worthy of Party support. The Central Committee shall not endorse candidates in a

partisan campaign or in any statewide elected office. Only registered Democrats are
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eligible to be endorsed under this Article.

3. The Central Committee also may support, oppose or decline to take a position on local

ballot measures.

B. Endorsement Procedures

1.

Only the Central Committee may endorse a candidate or take a position on a local ballot
measure on behalf of the Democratic Party of Lane County. A motion to endorse a
candidate requires majority support of PCPs voting. A motion to support or oppose a

local ballot measure requires two-thirds support of PCPs voting.

To be considered, a candidate first must request endorsement by notifying the Chair,
who shall inform the Campaign Services Committee prior to any vote by the Central
Committee on such request for endorsement. The Campaign Services Committee may
comment to the Central Committee on a requested endorsement of a candidate prior to
the time for voting. For local ballot measures, the Chair shall inform the Platform
Committee of any request for DPLC support of or opposition to proposed measures. The
Platform Committee may comment to the Central Committee on such a request prior to

the time for voting.

The Executive Committee shall resolve any dispute over compliance with these bylaws or

the rules and procedures adopted in connection with these bylaws.

C. Time for Endorsements

The Central Committee may consider requests to endorse a candidate only after the time
to be included on a ballot has commenced and a reasonable time has elapsed for
candidates to organize their campaigns and seek endorsement by the party. Notice of
proposed action on endorsements of candidates and measures shall be given to the

Central Committee with the notice of meeting.

D. Standing Rules for Conduct of Endorsement

The Campaign Services Committee and the Platform Committee respectively shall

recommend to the Central Committee adoption of rules of order necessary to a fair



96 endorsement process for candidates or measures under this Article, including but not

97 limited to balloting, speaking, and questioning. The Central Committee shall consider
98 adoption or amendment of rules not less than 45 days prior to the filing deadline for
99 candidates for non-partisan office. Once adopted, rules for endorsement shall stand
100 until repealed or amended by the Central Committee.

NOTE: Matter in boldfaced type is new; matter
struck-through is existing text to be omitted.

RESOLVED BY THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF LANE COUNTY,
ASSEMBLED IN EUGENE, OREGON, NOVEMBER 21, 2013

Signed:
X . X
Julie Fahey Andrew S. Becker

Chair Secretary







